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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 790.] 

Now, in relation to this reform and our mission of which I have —_ 
speaking, we will build railroads cheaper than anybody else, and we will 
build them honestly. We will go into all concerns, all enterprises, and we 
will do them honestly, and the men that handle the funds will be honest 
men and be able to account for every dollar. We have built a little rail- 
road from here to the Lake. Not a dollar has been spent that cannot be 
accounted for. The sugar factory has been built, and it has been built 
honestly. There has been no corruption, no peculation in the funds; 
everything has been done in a way that every honest man can look at it 
and be satisfied. We desire that this shall be the character of all our 
operations. Above all things we must be an honest people. You may 
talk about religion and speak about the Gospel, and say we have got the 
truth and the plan of salvation, and we have got the authority of the 
Priesthood ; but if we are not honest, it does not amount to anything; for 
neither God nor honorable men love dishonesty. We must, therefore, be 
an honest people. Men must be honest in the handling of public funds. 
It isa shame and a disgrace to any man who is in office of any kind to 
not handle the funds with the greatest strictness and honesty. He is 
unfit for office, and he is unfit, until he repents, of being a member in the 
Church of Christ. The members of the Church of Christ ought to be 
honest. We should teach our children also to be honest in the handling 
of funds and everything entrusted to them. 

We are also setting an example in regard to virtue. Yet I fear there is 
secret sin practiced among us. There is this, however, for our protection; 
God is cleansing this people and purging those who practice sin from their 
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midst. Those who commit sin gradually leave the Church. They get into 
the dark and they become cold and indifferent, and finally leave the 
Church. If it were not for God’s power in this respect, we would soon 
become corrupt, doubtless, as other peopls. But God in His wonderful 
providence has so arranged matters that impurity cannot live in this 
Church for any length of time. There is a cleansing process going on. 
God is cleansing His Church, and He is purging out the wicked and the 
ungodly, and He is leaving the residue. No man can be confident of 
standing in this Church unless he is pure in heart; for the Holy Ghost 
will not dwell in unholy tabernacles. Men may deceive their fellowmen; 
women may deceive their sisters; but they cannot deceive God. They 
cannot commit sin and retain the Spirit of God. It will leave them 
sooner or later. It will decrease within them, and finally leave them, 
unless they repent of their sins. And this, my brethren and sisters, is our 
safety and the safety of this Church, that God is cleansing it and removing 
from the midst of the people the corrupt. Those who practice secret sin 
may hide it from their fellows, as some do, and think it is not known; 
but God will make it known. His Spirit will leave them, unless they 
repent with all their hearts and turn from their sins. God will have an 
honest people. He will have a pure people; He will have a virtuous 
people. He will cleanse us, and keep cleansing us until we shall be pure, 
and there will be a people found that are not hypocrites. The hypocrite 
will be cleansed from the midst of the Saints. In this way we will be 
built up and the Church will increase. There are people in this Church 
who are becoming more perfect every day, and Satan is having less power 
over them every day. As they listen to the word of God and seek to 
comply with the requirements of the Gospel, they grow stronger, and 
Satan has less and less power over the people. He will have more power 
over the sinners, and he will exercise that power, and he will lead them 
away. But the righteous who are determined to serve God will become 
stronger and stronger. And do you know, my brethren and sisters, it is 
the great desire of my heart for myself and family and for the whole 
Church, that we may become so perfect in keeping the commandments of 
God that Satan will be comparatively bound, so far as we are concerned. 
I have felt led to say to the Saints in my speaking of late, that there are 
some sins that God has pronounced against that Satan does not have 
power over hundreds, and I hope thousands, of Latter-day Saints to lead 
them astray in these directions. I will instance adultery. I believe there 
are thousands—at least, I hope there are, and I believe there are, in this 
congregation of Latter-day Saints, that would rather die, rather meet any 
kind of fate that could be inflicted on their mortal bodies, than commit 
adultery. Do you not believe it? (Many responded, Yes.) I do believe 
it with all my heart. Then so far as this is concerned, Satan has ceased to 
have_power over all the men and women who are in this condition. I 
believe there are hundreds and thousands in this congregation, and especi- 
ally in the Church, who would rather die than commit whoredom—have 
illicit association with the other sex. I believe there are women by 
hundreds and by thousands who would rather die than commit those sins. 
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Now, do you believe there is in any community as large a number of 
people to be found in this condition as can be found among the Latter-day 
Saints? I do not believe there is. I have no idea that there is. There- 
fore, so far as those two crimes are concerned, Satan has less power over 
us here than he has in some other places. 

I might go on and speak about stealing, and dishonesty, and many other 
sins. I believe that the Latter-day Saints as a people are a more honest 
people, that they respect their obligations more than other people. We 
show this in our business associations and dealing. We have the credit 
for iteverywhere. Men who have found fault with our religion frequently 
acknowledge that we are an honest people, and our credit is “gilt edged.” 
But there are some things that we are still guilty of. I believe, however, 
that the young and rising generation will outgrow them. It is a strong 
temptation for a man, when he has got a piece of property and he has a 
chance to trade or sell it, to let the buyer think it is better than it is. 
Now, if we were strictly honest, we would tell exactly the character of 
that which we have to sell. We would not allow a man to deceive him- 
self; we would tell him the facts. But I know that we are all under the 
influence of the old traditions. The old traditions were that a man should 
have his own eyesight, and that the seller should not furnish him with 
anything to aid his perception or to enable him to perceive something 
that he wou'd not otherwise see. It is a hard thing for men who have 
grown up under that system of things to refrain from it. You see every- 
where where things are for sale the endeavor to make them appear better 
in the eyes of the purchaser than they are. We have got tochange in this 
respect. Whenever a man yields to do a dishonest thing he yields to 
Satan, and Satan has influence and power over him to that extent. We 
have got to learn to overcome these things, and to have Satan bound. 

I do want with all my heart—lI pray for it incessantly—that God will 
lessen the amount of apostasy among us. How will He do it? It can 
only be done by a horror of sin growing up in the hearts of our children, 
so that the consequences of indulging in sin will appear so terrible in 
every respect that a man will say, “I would rather die than do that.” “I 
cannot do that, for if I do I yield to Satan and I endanger my salvation.’ 
I would like to see that feeling in my own breast and in the breasts of 
my family, and especially in the breasts of the rising generation in the 
Church. We all shun death; when we see it in our pathway we avoid it, 
In like manner I| would like to see, and I know I will see, the day when 
men, seeing spiritual destruction in their pathway, will turn aside from it 
quicker than they would from death itself, because they know the conse- 
quences would be more serious in every respect than the mere death of the 
body. 

My brethren and sisters, I feel this is a most important subject for 
us. Whois there among you that does not want to live and have your 
name live in the Church of Christ? Who is there that wants to be 
blotted out? Who is there that has labored, as many have, through life 
to keep the commandments of God, that now wants to fail, and his 
children to pass out of the Church and fall into oblivion? When I hear 
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of boys and girls marrying out of the Church, especially when they 
belong to good families, my heart is filled with inexpressible sorrow. 
I ask myself, what will be the fate of their offspring? Will their names 
be obliterated from among the Saints of God? One of the blessings that 
God gave to His ancient servants was that He would build them “a 
sure house;” and one of the great blessings that Jeremiah was commis- 
sioned to give to the descendants of Rechab because of their faithfulness 
in keeping the command of their father that they should not drink strong 
drink, etc., was the promise from God that “Jonadab, the son of Rechab, 
shall not want a man to stand before me for ever ;” and when the gene- 
alogy of that family is found you will find the descendants of that man 
with the people of God, whether it be among us or among the ten tribes. 
And so with every man unto whom promises were made. The great 
promise that was made to Abraham was that in his seed all the nations 
of the earth should be blessed. It is the greatest promise apparently that 
the Father could give to him. Now, who is there among us that does not 
want his name preserved in the Church of Christ? Who does not want 
his children to live from generation to generation, through the calamities 
and the overwhelming destructions that are coming upon the inhabitants 
of the earth? I cannot think of anything that would fill me with deeper 
sorrow, next to the loss of my own salvation, than the thought that my 
name would be blotted out, that my descendants would be blotted out, 
and I would not have a man of my descent throughout the Millennium to 
stand before the Lord bearing the Priesthood. God forbid that such a 
fate should happen to any of us, especially those who have been faithful 
in the Church of Christ! Therefore, apostasy ought to be dreaded, and 
the dread of it ought to be instilled into every heart, and into the heart of 
every child, so that it will grow up loving the truth, loving the Church, 
hating iniquity, clinging to that which is virtuous and pure and that 
which will presérve the Spirit of God. We all should seek to shun every- 
thing that will bring darkness upon us. We have been told during this 
Conference how necessary it is that we should follow the guidance of God’s 
servants. Why, everything depends upon this. 1 would rather get down 
on my knees, in the most abject manner, before my fellow servants and 
beg them to forgive me and to tell me what to do, than to have them feel 
that I was doing anything that was in opposition to their wishes or con- _ 
trary to their counsel. I have always had this feeling; I trust I always 
shall have. And yet among my acquaintances I am not credited with 
having a lack of independence. We all no doubt feel as though death is 
nothing compared with grieving the Spirit of God and doing those things 
that will cause a loss of the fellowship of the Saints of God and com- 
munion with the Holy Ghost. These are dreadful things to do, and I 
would like to impress upon you the importance of this. Some men and 
women treat lightly their standing in the Church. They think they can 
grieve their brethren and sisters and it will not harm themselves. But it 
is dangerous ground. We should refrain from it. 

In my early boyhood I received the Spirit of God, in bowing in obedience 
to the commands of God. It has been the sweetest thing that I ever felt. 
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It has been my fortune during my life to be in a great variety of situa- 
tions and circumstances. I have preached the Gospel in extreme poverty. 
I have gone through a great many vicissitudes, I have also been in posi- 
tions where I had all that man could desire, so far as the gratification of 
earthly things was concerned. But I wish to bear testimony this after- 
noon to you that there is nothing on the earth, nothing that men can 
taste or experience, that is so sweet, so happifying, so full of delight, as 
the presence of the Spirit) of God. It fills the soul with joy that is 
inexpressible. And I[ have had this in the midst of poverty and hard 
times. It has made my life an exceedingly happy one. I have thought 
that no man on earth was so happy a man or lived so happy a life as I 
have. And it has been due to the fact that God has given to me His Holy 
Spirit. I would like to always have this. When I do not feel happy I 
know there is something wrong, and I endeavor to find it out. I want to 
live every minute in close communion with the Spirit of God. Pardon me 
for alluding to my own experience, but the point that I wish to make is 
this: if our children can get that Spirit, and they are taught to cherish it, 
they will not be so easily led intosin. They will think, “1 cannot part 
with this precious gift. I cannot grieve this Holy Spirit.” They should 
be taught to have it with them in the morning and at night, and when 
they awake in the night; to haveit in all their thoughts, in all their words, 
and in all their actions. And then what a happy people we will be! This 
earth will be a heaven to us, and all associated with it will be joyful, and 
we will be the happiest people, the most intelligent people, because the 


Spirit of God always brings intelligence. There will be none like us, and — 


we will set an example to all peoples on this, like we do upon everything 
else. If we are strong in honesty, we will draw honest men to us: and the 
day is not far distant when the honesty of this people will be so weil 
known and their integrity so well established that men will come here and 
bring their money here, because the Latter-day Saints will be an honest 
people whom they can trust. 

We have got to set the world an example in these directions, as well as 
in the carrying out of all enterprises: show them that they can be done 
without stealing, without peculation of any kind. We have got to show 
them that government can be carried on without resort to those base arts 
and miserable tricks and practices that prevail elsewhere and that are 
thought essential to success. This people must rise above these things. 
Those who resort to them will go down; for God will not bless them. 
This is His work. It is not man’s work. Everybody will find that God 
is at the helm. He wil] control and overrule the affairs of this Territory 
and this State, for His glory; for this is His Zion. He has founded it, 
and He will continue to care for it. He will control everything for its 
good and for the happiness of His people and for the success of His glorious 
purposes. Therefore, men may plot, men may contrive, men may indulge 
in machinations; but God will sweep them aside, and He will bring to 
pass His purposes and His salvation. We shall stand as a beacon light to 
the nations; for there is no hope on the earth, unless it is with us. Upon 
every institution of manis written “decay.” If the elements of perpetuity 
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are not to be found among this people, then there are none to be found 
upon the face of the earth. oO 

Before I sit down I desire to bear testimony to this being the truth. 
You have heard it borne testimony to by all the brethren. I testify that 
this is the truth of heaven, and that God is with this people, God is lead- 
ing this Church. God is with His servant Wilford Woodruff. God is with 
His Apostles. God will sustain them and all the men who have the 
Priesthood and are endeavoring to magnify their office and calling. 

God grant that we may live worthy of these things. Let us keep the 
commandments of God; pay our tithing and our donations. The Lord 
that increased the widow’s cruse of oil and the barrel of meal can multiply 
His blessings upon us. God bless you all, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


~ SIZE OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM. 


Tue first scientific attempt to determine the sun’s distance, according to 
J. E. Gore, (Knowledge, October) was that of the Greek Aristarchus, who 
by calculating the angles and sides of the right-angled triangle formed by 
earth, sun, and moon, found as he thought, that the sun’s distance from 
the earth is just nineteen times the moon’s—a ridiculously small result, 
since, as we now know, the ratio of their distances is no less than 388 to 1. 
The most recent results tend to show that the sun’s mean distance is 
92,790,000 miles. Mr. Gore then gives the following figures: The mean 
distance of the planets from the sun are, in round numbers: Mercury 
35,909,000 miles; Venus 67,087,000; Mars 141,384,000; the minor planets 
193,000,000 to 395,470,000; Jupiter 482,786,000; Saturn 885,105,000; Uranus 
1,779,990,000 ; Neptune 2,788,800,000. This makes the diameter of the solar 
system, so far as at present known, about 5,578 millions of miles. Across 
this vast space light traveling at the rate of 186,300 miles per second 
would take eight hours nineteen minutes to pass. But vast as the diam- 
eter really is, compared with the size of our earth, or even with the distance 
to the moon, it is very small indeed when compared with the distance of 
even the nearest fixed star, from which light takes over four years to 
reach us. 

The most reliable measures of the distance of Alpha Centauri, the 
nearest of the fixed stars, place it at 275,000 times the sun’s distance from 
the earth, or about 9,150 times the distance of Neptune from the sun. If 
we represent the diameter of Neptune’s orbit by a circle two inches in diam- 
eter, Alpha Centauri would lie at a distance of 762 feet, or 254 yards, from 
the centre of the small circle. If we make the circle representing Nep- 
tune’s orbit two feet in diameter, then Alpha Centauri would be distant 
from the centre of the circle 9,150 feet, or about 1# miles. As the volumes 
of spheres vary as the cubes of their diameters, we have the volume of the 
sphere which extends to Alpha Centauri 766,000 million times the volume 
of the sphere containing the whole solar system to the orbit of Neptune. 
If we represent the sphere containing the solar system by a grain of shot 
one-twentieth of an inch in diameter, the sphere which extends to Alpha 
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Centauri would be represented by a globe 38 feet in diameter. It will 
thus be seen what a relatively small portion of space the solar system 
occupies compared with the sphere which extends to even the nearest 
fixed star. But this latter sphere, vast as it is, is again relatively small 
compared with the sphere which contains the great majority of visible stars. 
Alpha Centauri is an exceptionally near star. Most of the stars are at 
least ten times as far away, and probably many are a hundred times 
further off. A sphere with a diameter a hundred times greater than the 
distance of Alpha Centauri would have a million times the volume, and 
therefore 766,000 billion times the volume of the sphere which contains the 
whole solar system. From these facts it will be seen that enormously 
large as the solar system absolutely is compared with the size of our own 
earth, it is, compared with the size of the visible universe, merely as a drop 
in the ocean. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. — 


A second son was born to the Duke and Duchess of York, on Saturday, December 14, 


The Knights of Labor, of Peoria, Illinois have asked the people of the city to aid them 
in an effort to lessen the influence of the saloon upon workingmen. If the Knights gener- 
ally took this stand, the order would soon gain the good-will of all law-abiding citizens. 

The Hebrew Standard having recently asserted that ‘‘an honest Jew never sought con- 
version,” ‘‘The Congregationalist” replies as follows: ‘‘It is too late in the day for 
any of us to minimize the changes of religious conviction which carry men away from our 
position by saying they are not honest. The list of Jewish Christians, from John and 
Paul down to Neander and Eldersheim and a host of others in our own time, is far too 
long to be puffed out of court by such a breath of disdain.” 


The Manhattan Life Insurance Company’s building in New York City, including the 
dome, is 347 feet in height above the sidewalk, and its foundations are 53 feet deep. The 
American Surety Company’s building, also in that city, is 306 feet in height from the 
sidewalk to the cornice that surmounts the twenty-third office floor. Its foundations 
extend almost 90 feet below the sidewalk. These are said to be the tallest office structures 
in the world. 


The University Press, at Oxford, is not only one of the most remarkable printing 
establishments in the world, but also one of the oldest. It makes its own type and its 
own ink, burns its own charcoal for making the ink, makes its own paper, and so on. 
The famous Oxford India paper is a marvel of compression and strength, and the secret 
of its manufacture is known only to three persons. From no printing press in the world 
are so many Bibles and prayer-books—1,000,000 of each—issued annually, and types are 
set up in 319 foreign languages and dialects. 

~Lbe fore part of December has been very disastrous to the interest of numerous owners 
of vessels. The high winds prevailing for several days wrecked or damaged a number of 
smaller boats and caused the drowning of several people; the collision of the Cumbrae with 
the Germanic sunk the former and disabled the latter so that she had to abandon her 
voyage to New York; and now it is stated that the large American Liner Jndiana was 
nearly sunk in the Mersey on the night of Sunday the 15, having run into a steamer at 
anchor in the river, while turning to approach the landing stage. The damage was so 
bad that it wa; feared the ship would sink before the passengers landed, but fortunately 
this was prevented, and the vessel was taken to the beach on the opposite side of the river 
to await repairs. The partial wrecking of two large steamers within five days is an un- 


precedented occurrence in the shipping experience of the Liverpool Port. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1895. 


CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS. 


BrrorE another issue of the Star is published, the whole Christian world 
will have celebrated what is generally believed to be the birthday of the 
Redeemer of the world. The event which happened nearly nineteen cen- 
turies ago was not one that then caused joy on the earth, except among a 
few humble shepherds who were informed that Christ the Savior had 
appeared among men. There was no heralding forth the news as was and 
still is the case when a royal personage is born. In fact it is impossible 
to imagine a birth under circumstances of less worldly splendor than sur- 
rounded the nativity of our Lord. 

Had predictions concerning His future been based on the conditions 
then attending Him, these would have augured for Him a very insignifi- 

position, indeed, in the world. Even could all his earthly career 
have been foreseen by mankind at that time, they would no doubt have 
spurned the idea that His birth would fix the dates of all other events in 
history both before and after. The Greeks, the Romans, the Egyptians, 
and many nations whose glory had faded, each had its own mode of reck- 
oning time, yet we know not of these except by a few short paragraphs 
in historical works; the civilized world to-day refer all of these to the event 
of Christ’s coming into the world. 

He was not to gain fame as a warrior on the battlefield, nor influence 
men by the persuasive powers of the statesman in legislative halls: He 
was not to sway men’s passions by flights of oratory, nor to draw towards 
Him, through debating with opponents, those who loved the applause of 
men, and the encouraging shouts of multitudes. No; while He was to bea 
warrior, His foes were not encased in flesh and bones, but were the powers 
of darkness from the invisible world. His sword was to be truth, and 
His shield the “armor of righteousness ;”’ His laws were not enacted in 
in the councils of ambitious men, but were the eternal laws of God enacted 
in the Councils of Heaven, before the foundations of -the earth were laid, 
“when the morning star’s sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for ‘joy ;’ His debates were brought on, not by His own seeking, but by a 
desire on the part of men to resist the truth and call down reproach upon 
the head of Him against whom they could not successfully bring the 
slightest charge of wrong-doing, but for their own base purposes mis- 
quoted and misconstrued the writings of Prophets and inspired men: His 
oratory was that of truthful simplicity, and inspired by undying love for 
the souls of mankind. His words were caught eagerly only by a few of 
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the lowliest inhabitants of Judea—such as would have been refused admit- 
tance into the presence of rulers and kings—yet through these He was to 
revolutionize the world, and institute a higher and better order of things. 

In His mouth was found no guile, His actions revealed no plans of the 
ambitious schemer; His life was the ideal one that God designed all His 
children to pattern after. His mission was to save mankind from their 
sins, and the message heralding His coming was, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” As Christmas time 
approaches, men are irresistibly forced to ponder on His matchless career, 
and are led to deeds of mercy, and love, and charity. They can not read 
of His labors without becoming the better for it; they never become weary 
of listening to the account of His life, and as they sympathize with His 
sufferings, so are they made more merciful towards their fellow men. 

His Kingdom will be established through the adoption of those princi- 
ples for which he lived, and suffered, and died. Born in a manger He 
has become elevated to the throne of Heaven, and will rule as King of 
kings and Lord of lords upon earth. There will be no one to dispute His 
title to sovereignty, for then will the prophecy have been fulfilled, “that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” 

B. 


ScortisH ConFERENCE Notice.—The Scottish Conference will be held at 
Bell’s Hall, No. 11 Oxford Street, Gorbals, Glasgow, on Sunday, January 
12, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10 a.m., 2 and 6 p.m. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


PREsIDENT Asa W. Jupp writes concerning the conditition of the Holland 
Mission, and from his letter we extract the following points: There are 
more missionaries in the field at present than ever before. Ata recent 
priesthood meeting nearly all of the Elders were present, and gave encou- 
raging reports concerning their various districts. In Groningena kindlier 
spirit had been manifested towards the Saints during the last three 
months, so that the people would now listen to the Gospel message. In 
Amsterdam the Saints were drawing nearer to one another, and they had 
there been blessed with several manifestations of the power of God in 
healing the sick, and in otherwise showing His approval of the course of 
the Elders. At one of the baptisms those present had witnessed a halo of 
light encircling the baptizer and those who were being baptized. A bap- 
tism had been performed in Brussels, Belgium, and the convert rejoiced 
greatly in his testimony of the Gospel]. In that land the great drawbacks 
against much success in preaching were atheism and ignorance of the 
Scriptures. The Sunday Schools and sisters’ meetings in Rotterdam and 
Dortrecht were progressing. A hall had been hired in the latter place fora 
year, and the prospects for the future are bright. Taken as a whole the 
mission was in a very favorable condition. 
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Elder E. C. Robinson writes to the Deseret News from Verina, North 
Carolina, November 18, 1895: . | 

In company with Elders King, Smith, and Carter, I visited Gov. Carr of 
North Carolina, the object of our visit being to show his excellency a 
threatening document to which were appendéd some thirty names, and ask 
his protection from mob violence. 

Elders Jérgensen and I procured a church at New Hill in which to 
preach, and were at that place to fill our appointment, when just before 
the commencement of our service two men stepped up to me and handed 
me a peculiar document which they called a petition and which read as 
follows: 

“To the Mormon Elders: We the citizens of New Hill and vicinity, 
acting upon our knowledge of and information as to your religious prin- 
ciples, regard you as a nuisance to the community; therefore we ask you 
to retire from the community as quickly as you came, and that at once.” 
And this was signed by about thirty names. 

We trusted in the Lord, however, held our meeting, bore our humble 
testimony to the truth of the latter-day work, and preached to them 
upon the apostasy and the restoration. 

I was appointed spokesman for the party, and after the usual greetings 
I showed the governor the document which was given to me at New Hill, 
and asked his protection. I told him I was a citizen of the United States 
and both my grandfathers were; and from my infancy I had been taught 
to revere the Constitution as a sacred document framed by inspiration, 
and although we are promulgating an unpopular doctrine, we claimed the 
right in this free land to preach the Gospel without molestation from any 
source whatever. 

The governor affirmed that we had the right of religious toleration, and 
promised us protection. He ordered his secretary to take a copy of the 
document with the names appended and promised to look into the matter. 
As he bade us farewell he requested us to call again. Since then a long 
piece appeared in the paper containing a copy of our cards with the 
Articles of Faith and the document above quoted. 

We have at present in this part of the Lord’s vineyard fifteen members 
of the Church. We have organized a Sunday School, which has an average 
attendance of from twenty-five to thirty persons, all of whom seem to be 
earnest seekers for truth. 

At present Elder King and [ are laboring in Wake County, and on the 
Sabbath Day helping in the Sunday School and preaching to the Saints 
and others. We meet with much opposition. We are protected, however, 
from all violence and harm. One lady in the same place said she had been 
looking and praying for just such a message of salvation as we brought, 
and she said that now it had come she was ready to die. God’s angels are 
on our right hand and on our left to shield us from all harm, and though 
we travel without purse and scrip we are provided with entertainment 
and food, and we acknowledge the hand of the Lord init. We have the 
consolation of knowing that truth will prevail from the rivers to the ends 
of the earth, and that from the rising of the sun to the going down there- 
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of all inhabitants of the earth shall know that the God of Israel is with 
His people, and that He has raised up His Holy habitation and an ensign 
upon the mountains to all nations. 


THE ALCOHOL QUESTION FROM THE MEDICAL STANDPOINT. 


Ir is necessary only to open one’s eyes to realize the intimate relation 
which subsists between the habit of alcoholic indulgence and the working 
and productive capacity of a people, their earnings, their habits, and their 
domestic surroundings. The thoughtless expenditure which hundreds of 
thousands of persons of moderate means incur in beer-drinking, constit- 
utes a very heavy drain upon their incomes. Among the working-men 
generally as much as a sixth of their total earnings is devoted to this 
object, under the impression that beer is one of the prime necessaries of 
life. It is, however, in its medical aspect that the question is of prime 
importance to us as physicians, and | have been driven to devote excep- 
tional attention to the subject by the force of the facts which have obtruded 
themselves upon me in my daily professional practice. 

The present epoch in medicine is with justice characterized as the etiolo- 
gical. It is now universally recognized that the determination of the 
causes of disease is the first essential step, not only for its treatment, but, 
what is of more importance, for its prevention. Now, alcoholic poisoning 
is responsible for more disease than any other single cause, and its action, 
being chemical, is n.ore easily investigated than the complicated biologic 
influences of parasitic micro-organisms. It is, in fact, remarkable that 
clinical observation has been so little directed to this branch of study. 
Alcoholic intoxication exhibits in its action phenomena of the same class 
as present themselves in the case of other chronic poisons. The daily 
administration of small doses may be continued for an indefinite period 
without any apparent noxious effect, but its action is cumulative, and may 
at any moment announce itself as chronic disease. All the indications 
point to the conclusion that it is the nervous tissue which is especially 
exposed to the cumulative action of the alcoholic poison. The alcohol sets 
up a chemical action in the nervous tissues which at first inaugurates 
only imperceptible change; but once inaugurated, the process goes on 
until the tissue passes into a permanently diseased condition. Hence 
medical opinion is becoming more and more strengthened in the conviction 
that it is by no means only the free drinkers and notorious drunkards who 
are victims of this insidious habit, but also innumerable persons who would 
repel the appellation “drinker” with indignation. 

The influence of alcohol on the nerves, and especially on the motor 
nerves, is seen in the acute stage of intoxication, and in its chronic form . 
is exhibited in delirium tremens, and various forms of neurotic disease. 
But, fearful as are these diseases, they are of comparatively rare occurrence, 
while diseases springing from the action of alcohol on the physical organs 
are of such far more frequent occurrence as to render their consideration 
of greater practical importance. Alcohol exerts its essential and most 
significant influence on the vital organs by being taken up in the circula- 
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tion, and thus brought into direct contact with the cellular tissues of the 
vital organs. Cirrhose liver, diseases of the heart, of the arteries, of the 
kidneys, and of the mucous membrane of the alimentary canal, along with 
gout, diabetes, and fatty degeneration, are all ascribable to it. This isa 
formidable list when we take into consideration their frequent occurrence 
and I can only ascribe the indifference of the profession to a want of reali- 
zation of the injurious consequences flowing from the pernicious habit. 
Alcohol is frequently prescribed under the mistaken impression that it 
possesses wholesome and even healing properties. The physician as family- 
friend and adviser, should be careful not to err in this direction ; especially 
should alcohol never be administered to children. The prevention of the 
evils of alcoholism, when once realized, should appeal to us as physicians 
to enlist al] our forces in an earnest effort to grapple with them. Preven- 
tion is, in principle,so easy. Nothing is needed but insight and good will! 
Shall we not, then, gladly embrace the opportunity to avert such endless 
misery? The ridicule with which the opponents of alcohol are assailed 
will lose all its force, when one is supported by the firm conviction that 
he is toiling for a good cause in the service of humanity. Dr. ApoLF 
‘STRUMPBELL, in the Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift. 


AUTHORITY, ANALOGICALLY CONSIDERED. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 799.] 


THE question of Apostolic Succession is based upon the assumption that 
there is something to which to succeed: this “something” consisting 
(a) of the Apostolate of Peter and (b) of the “primacy” or right of the 
Bishop of Rome to govern the Christian Church. 

(a) THe AposToLaTE oF 

Space in the Star will not permit of this question’s being entered into, 
to the extent demanded by the gravity of the subject; but it will be 
sufficient to offer in evidence a few historic truths, any one of which is 
sufficient to invalidate the claim. | 

The dogmatic teaching of the “church” with regard to this point is, 
that when the Savior addressed Peter and said to him: “Thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock will [ build my church, etc.” (Matthew xvi: 18.) He 
delivered a divine promulgation, founding the Christian church upon the 
man Peter endowing him with power to bequeath this authority to his 
successors. 

A reference to the opinions of the Fathers shows clearly that they had 
no doubt as to the true significance of the Saviors words. Thus Bellar- 
. mine says: “The sense is plain and obvious that under two metaphors the 
principate of the whole church was promised,” (de Pontif I, chap 10.) 
There was probably never a more strenuous advocate of the Roman claims 
than Bellarmine. Another most eminent ancient writer on this subject 
says: “Some say that this rock is Peter—others say (and better) that it is 
Christ—others say (and yet better) that it is the confession which Peter 
maketh.” (Tostat. in Matt. xvi. qu. 67.) St. Chrysostom, justly styled by 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 8t3 


several Popes “the prince of interpreters” says “on the rock, that is, on 
the faith of his profession,” (Chrysostom in Matt. xvi, 18.) and[again 
“Christ said He would build His Church on Peter’s confession, ‘on this 
rock,’ he said, not on Peter; for he did not build his church on the man 
but on his faith.” (Chrysostom, vol. v, p. 163.) No less decided in his 
opinion was the great Origen who in discussing this question says: “Every 
disciple of Christ is the rock in virtue of His agreement with Peter in that 
holy confession * * * for if you think the whole church 
to be only built on Peter alone, what will you say of John, the son of thun- 
der, and of each of the Apostles?” (Origen in Matt. xvi, p. 275.) St. 
Jerome, styled in Catholic works “One of the four great doctors of the 
West,” and who is the author of the Latin version of Scriptures or “Vul- 
gate,” says: “The Apostles were all foundations of the faith because the 
faith of the church was first laid on them.” (Jerome in Matt. xvi.) 

These examples of opinion by early Fathers and Historians show that 
at a time not distant from that in which the Savior uttered the memorable 
words to Peter, those best able to judge of their proper import interpreted 
them in a manner totally at variance with the since accepted opinion 
which gives to the Bishop of Rome such sway and power as no earthly 
monarch ever possessed. 

(6) THe Primacy or right of the Bishop of Rome to govern the Christian 
Church. 

In connection with this question it will be only necessary to introduce 
unimpeachable historical evidence totally to disprove that at the early 
period of the “church’s” history any “primacy” or assumption of Ponti- 
fical powers was either claimed or conceded. Each numbered paragraph 
contains a refutation of the Papal claim. 

(1) The preamble to the declaration of the lst Council of Nice states: 
“The Faith which we hold is that which we have received from the bishops 
who were before us and in the rudiments of which we were instructed 
when we were baptized.” Neither in this preamble, nor in the whole 
subsequent decrees is a priority conceded to the Bishop of Rome. 

(2) Arius in a letter to Eusebius writes: “Arius, unjustly persecuted by 
the Pope Alexander, sendeth greeting to the faithful and orthodox Euse- 
bius.” Alexander was then bishop not of Rome but of Alexandria. 

(3) The Bishop of Rome was not present at the first council of Nice 
which'was summoned not by him but by the Emperor Constantine. Thus: 
“The Emperor * * * proceeded to summon the cele- 
brated council of Nice, and commanded that the Bishops * + 
* should repair thither. The Bishop of Rome on account of his ad- 
vanced age was absent, but he sent two presbyters instead ” (Theodoretus 
chap. vii: Book 1.) There were no “Papal Legates” in those days. 

(4) After the council was dissolved, the Emperor wrote as follows: 
“Constantine Augustus to the Churches: Viewing the common pros- 
perity enjoyed at this moment * * * I am desirous 
that the blessed members of the Catholic Church should be preserved in 
one faith. I convened as many of them (Bishops) - possible and took my 
seat among them as one of themselves * * therefore 
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when you have made known to all our beloved brethren the subject of 
this epistle, you will be bound to conform to the observance.” Let it be care- 
fully noted that at this period Constantine had not been baptized into the 
Church. 

(5) Eusebius the great, and Theognis, Bishops of Nicomedia and Chrestus, 
respectively, were deposed and banished by Constantine who in his edict 
stated: “If any shall make mention of these or presume to speak in their 
praise let him know that his audacity will be repressed by the authority 
which has been committed to me as the servant of God” (Theodoretus 
Book 1: page 58.) 

(6) Constantine Augustus to the holy council assembled at Tyre: “If 
any one should dare to disobey our command and refuse to come to the 
council, we must send him to immediate banishment that he may learn 
not to oppose the decrees enacted by the emperor for the support of Truth.” 
And again “All the Bishops who were present at the council of Tyre were 
commanded by the Emperor to proceed to Jerusalem to consecrate the 
Church which he had there erected” (Theodoretus Book 1: page 67-71.) 

(7) A year and a few months subsequently to the council of Tyre (a. D. 
337) “the Emperor was suddenly taken ill at Nicomedia, a city of Bithynia; 
being thus led to reflect on the uncertainty of human life, he received the 
holy rite of Baptism.” (Theodoretus Book 1: Chap. 32.) 

(8) The supremacy so arrogantly assumed by Constantine, the father, 
was not an unwelcome accession to the son. Athanasius, Bishop of Alex- 
andria, having been deposed by Constantine, was reinstated by his son 
thus: “Constantius Cesar to the members of the Catholic Church in 
Alexandria * * * Constantine, wy beloved lord and 
father of blessed memory, intended to have reinstated him (Athanasius) 
in his former bishopric and to have restored him to you * . 
* you will learn from your bishop how I have acted towards him.” 
(Theodoretus Book 1: chap. 34.) 

(9) About the year 357 a.p. the Emperor having had a difference with 
Lnberius, then Bishop of Rome, “banished him to Berea, a city of Thrace and 
appointed one of his deacons named Felix bishop in his stead” (Theode- 
retus Book ii: p. 101.) Later on however being importuned “by the 
women of Rome to restore Liberius, he, after some time issued an edict 
that Liberius should be recalled from exile and that the two Bishops should 
conjointly rule the church in that place” (Theodoretus Book ii: p. 102.) 

Theodoretus whose authority is here quoted was himself a bishop of the 
early Christian Church and one of its reputed fathers. Numberless other 
instances might be quoted from him as well as from Eusebius, Evagrius, 
and others, condemnatory of the position now assumed by the Roman 
Pontiffs. 

THE PROTESTANT CLAIM. | 

The answer of the Catholic Church to the question, “Where is the real 
presence of the living God?”—‘ Here within my precincts, here alone,”— 
has at least the merit of simplicity, and is easier to test than the Protest- 
ant reply, which points to a field of divine revelation, discoverable only by 
the telescope, half-way towards the horizon of history. According to this 
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theory, divine revelation is permanent only in its effects. In itself itis a 
past transaction, supernaturally interpolated in the history of mankind 
and completed in the first century of our era. Eighteen hundred years 
now separate us from that time, and whatever is “One, Holy, Catholic, or 
Apostolic” must cross that interval of time before it can reach us. Fora 
knowledge of it we are dependent on its records, created by the first 
Apostles, and handed down by successive witnesses of their identity. 

It is not our purpose to cast any element of doubt over the authenticity 
of the sacred writings, yet we cannot close our eyes to the fact that there 
are grave reasons to question the identity of the authors of some portions of 
the New Testament, whilst it is absolutely certain that not all the teach- 
ings of the Master and His Apostles have reached us intact. Granting, 
however, that the Scriptures are all that the most zealous Protestant could 
desire, then the principles therein enunciated have a right to be believed. 
If we have therein a faithful account of facts we have also an authorita- 
tive statement of doctrine. And if we have an authoritative statement of 
doctrine then that authority ought to be accepted and its principles and 
precepts practiced as well as inculcated. If in the Christ period a divine 
revelation was vouchsafed to man that suffused with a sunny warmth the 
interstices of his soul and dispelled the misty gloom of error and supersti- 
tion from his nature, surely the mission of the Son of Man had been futile 
and in vain if from the moment of the promulgation of the doctrines, they 
were to become a dead letter and of no n.ore force and avail in the lives of 
men. If the Christian principles are true enough and good enough to 
preach, the precepts are certainly good enough to practice. If they are 
preached, why are they not practiced? If they are not practiced, why are 
they preached? 

A brief application of the four “marks” of the truth will fail to reveal 
in any of the “Protestant” or “reformed” churches that which we are 
so anxious to discover. Unity can hardly be looked for where over seven 
hundred different fungi have sprung from the same common soil, and the 
endless confusion caused by the inter-growth of the different species is 
alike bewildering to the senses and confusing to the mind. 

Holfness as meaning Divine in origin can hardly be expected from an 
outgrowth of the “mother of churches” considering how the “mother” 
stands revealed by the light of history—as well expect life from the Dead 
Sea, figs from thistles, or grapes from thorns. 

Catholicity of doctrine and belief, it is needless to look for where the 
very meaning of the doctrines of Christ is still as much a subject for 
furious polemical discussion as ever was that between Paul and Judaism. 
Apostolicity is not claimed and therefore no disappointment will be expe- 
rienced when not met with. 

An examination of the tenets of all forms of Christianity, so-called, fails 
to disclose either that personal or Divine authority which we are natur- 
ally led to expect from the analogy of nature and we will now turn to the 
principles enunciated by the Latter-day Saints and observe with what 
results the application of similar tests will be attended. G. F. P. 

[To BE CONTINUED. } 


